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,: Figure  1A , Lanes e and f), a rich source ofezrin immunoreactivity in the nervous system, and showed identical staining patterns on frozen sections of all neural tissue examined (see below).
Ezrin Immunoreactivity in the Chick Nervous System
The dorsal root ganglion cells and their processes first showed ezrin immunoreactivity around embryonic Days 4.5-5. Staining at embryonic Day 7 was largely confined to the mediodorsal portion of the ganglion (Figure  2A) , where are found the population of small largely undifferentiated cells originally described by Hamburger and Levi-Montalcini (1949) .
In 3-day-old hatchlings and adult birds, no staining of the ganglia with antibody 3D11 was de- 
tectable.
Two classes of spinal cord neurons were reactive with the antibodies during the embryonic period. These included a cluster of cells immediately lateral and dorsal to the central canal ( Figure   2B ), extending along the rostrocaudal axis in columns mainly in the thoracic and sacral segments; these were most likely neurons of the pre-ganglionic columns of Terni (Levi-Montalcini, 1950 ).
Cells in the medial and lateral motor columns also showed strong staining with antibody 3D! 1 ( Figures  2C and 2D ). These cells are almost certainly motoneurons, because the same cells could be backlabeled by injection of rhodamine-coated latex microspheres (Tracer Technology Inc) into the limb muscles in ovo (data not shown).
Antibody reactivity with these ventral horn cells began at embryonic
Day 1 1 and was gone by hatching or soon thereafter. Study of ezrin immunoreactivity in the brain was not undertaken.
F-actin and Ezrin Immunoreactivity in Dorsal Root
Ganglion Cells Figure  3B ). Cultured neurons illustrate more clearly the distinction between the highly organized filamentous staining with antibodies to neurofilament (Figure SB) and a-tubulin ( Figure  SD) and that obtained with antibody 3D!! (see Figure  4 ).
Only the antibody to chicken spectrin showed the widespread cytoplasmic staining typical of antibody 3D11, as can be seen in Figures SE (antibody  3D! 1) and SF (anti-spectrin).
The anti-spectrin staining was generally weak and only marginally stronger than control (rabbit) serum on tissue sections, and was absent in cultured nejirons (data not shown).
Discussion
We 
